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Dear Nrs. Warnes, 

Apt. 204, Hotel Moscow 
Moscow, Idaho 83843 
June 20, 1971 

Your interesting letter of June 5 has arrived and at once my memory was jogged 

and awakened. You see I am working at a disadvantage here. My genealogical 

. data, the major portion, is in storage in a warehouse here. 

While we are a little cramped for working space at the hotel, my daughter has 

had her residence en14rged. · I have been given one room there for my painting 

easels, drawing board and genealogical files even;tho we continue to.reside at 

the hotel. ·~ 

Her house will not be ready for them to move back into again until about Aug. 1 

so I am awaiting that time to get ~y data out ·of storage and ·move.it.up there--

too cramped to store all tl_l~t here. · t · • • 
. , 

About 6 years ago·Lucius·Yates Grove of Roanoke,·Va. (related tq Louise Gr~ve) 

· "Wrote ·me for.: information on h,\s descend.ancy from· ~s Graf of Earl i ~Yfll. The 

. '.data he "gave ·me was 'lii '.·error •. · . . ; - . . ··~· . . .. 

I ' ! ~ 

.. •. . , I'. 

Clyde ;·Groff and I, at that ti~e, ·were busy trying. to unravel the enigma of . so 

many Hans Gr·af s having an elder son Jacob and younger son Hans. · ~?~ 
' 

-;.....J::7' ' 

• ' 

: ( ' 

0 

• • - t . ~ ~)S 1 I ( , 

The 1857 Hans Graf. chart by Christian Graf had Hans of Earl~~ son Hans married 

to Elizabet·h · of Philcidelphia 1.eaving ·Lancaster Co. and settling in Md. 

We had ·a Hans 'Graf married to Elizabeth·. '--. . , he was living in Manor Twp.·, 

. Lancaster" Co., having ·died in ·f763 a short time ·after, selli:ng his inherited 

land to his brother David. we· were ·sure this was Hans, Jr. Historian had his 

two sons Jacob and Henry listed as sons of Hans of Earl's eldest son Jacob. 

Shortly thereafter Judge J. Mason Grove of Fairfax ·station, Va., a brother.of 

Luc·ius Yates Grove, mailed me his father's family chart. His f;ather was the 

family historian but had fallen into the pit of believing the Lancaster Co. 

historians but he had a story of his own about Hans of Earl. Not formerly the 

County von Weldon with a castle on the Rhine but married
1 

to some Duke's only 

child, a daughter who inherited the Duke'' s estate and fortune· which ·was seized 

by ·Holland when Hans fled and hi
1

s wife, the Duke's daughter, and their eldest 

son, Jacob, imprisoned. 

You can see how fooli-sh~me of these historians were. They had Hans coming to 

Germantown, Philadelphia· in 1695, falling in love with Susannah Orndorff' whom 

he met on~~e boat coming over to America yet in the same breath· they listed his 

eldest son Jacob (in I\fr)son) as b.eing born in 16~9 and dying in _1766. What: about 

Hans's first '.wife? Did he leave Susannah in Phila, going to old country and 

visiting and begetting Jacob in 1698? How did the sto~y start of ~is ~ife and 

Jacob being imprisoned when he left the old c·ountry for· America? · 
1 . 

t •• 

Lucius Yates Grove ga~e me Mrs. Alva Dillon Grove'~ address in Hagerstown, Md. 

She was in her· late 901 s and active in genealogy and supplied me with some 

important data which was double proof that Jacob & Henry were sons of Hans of 

Earl, Jr. She gave me copies of Jacob's will and releases of Jacob's Catherine 

to any claims on Hans, Jr.'s estate in Manor Twp. We a+ready had Hans, Jr's will 

dated 1763 mentioning Jacob & Henry and their sisters, etc. So double proof 

clinched:the line. 

Now here was another historian's error in saying Hans, Jr. of Earl married Eliza-

beth >.of moving from Lancaster Co. to Md. Mrs. Alva Dillon Grove's data 

showed.John or Hans, Jr. , after selling his inheritance to brother David moved to 
. 

I 

York Co. and no doubt lived .there, while he set his sons Jacob & Henry up in · 



\' 

L G .JASPERSON 
l o81 MAPLE AV 
GALESAURG ILL 01401 

~~~·~ :~a&J&??&iZ 

Dear Mrs. lfarnes , 

COPY 

Apt. 204, Uote l Moscow 

Moscow, Idaho 83843 

Aug . 3-7 1 
9- 71 

Pl ease do ntt offer excuses , we understand how we all can get i nto situations 

where de lay occurs . Time is not much of a factor in geneal6gy . One goes a y ear 

or two before a valuable c l ue, turns up and sets one straight. 

My daught er ' s home remodeling has met with delays due t o faulty workmanship 

such as water l eaking through a new ceiling on to a newl y laid carpe t and shortage 

of men wher eby they come fo r a day then put in no appearanc e until the next week . 

Consequently my records still in storage . 

Now, 1 apprecia te , a t my a ge ,- the a ttribute of a ~hotographic mind. I t just so 

happened that I had some papers back from Sir AnthOny Wa gner, Garter.King of 

Arms in London on the lineag e of Judge Mason Grove who was a pp l ying for a patent 

of a r ms on Hans Graf of Earl and I could give yo·u some o f the Grove lineage of 

Mr s . Alva Dillon Grove , etc. 

.. 

In the mea ntime I am sending data on the Ohrendorfs t hat came to me from; Clyde 

Gl:'off ' s file 1n Lancast er. I send it to be sure we are talking of' the same person . 

(Note: Copies a ttached). 

Al so data s h11YWing that Hans ' Graf of Earl ' s son Daniel ' s , grandchildren (a dau. m. 

a Rohr er , a c ommon name in Lancaster County ) evidently m. children or grandchildren 

of Chri s tian Orndorff. Do not know t he time element involved. Good to see about 

a Herman Orndorff in Penna . Shall search . Wha t I send i s from the only one issue 

publi shed of a paper Graf International of about the 1870's . To understand the 

German name Graf *Eng . equiv . Count or Ear l) one has to go back to Cha rlemagne 

and the Holy Roman Emp i r e, 8th or 9t h centuries , A. D. A Graf was an official 

in charge of a cer tain area . The Margrafs or Margr aves were in charge of the 

a r eas on the borderland- - (a march away from the c enter) . These wer e re sponsibl e 

f or r epel l ing any attacks on the border l and. 

Tha t is why Hans . Graf of Earl named a son Mar k Gr af or Marcus as he was known . 

(Margrave ) . 

A Graf or Count of one ar ea was not necessarily· a blood r e lative of a Grail in 

another ar ea . In t hose t imes men had no family name, but known as Hans of Basl e 

or Freder ick of Saxony or Chri s tian of Berne . 

A peasant uprising agai ns t the upper c l ass abolished the title of Graf or Count. 

Many fled oppr ession or death to other countries a nd took the name Graf, Graff , 

Graeff as a fami l y name . Today the name is as voluminous in Ger many, Alsace, 

Switzerland as Smith is over her e . 

Yes , it would be a pl easure to visit Penn . t o see t he l and , e t c. , bu t dif f icult 

t o have the r ecords unra vel ed and the tru th found , for many agencies who have 

done no r esearch, wi ll just hand you out wha t t hey have on fi l e a nd that's that . 

According l y I gave you Clyde Gr aff 's addr ess if the time came tha t you needed 

some t hing from ther e . 



Page 3 of 20 June 1971 letter from Howard M. Grof£ 
L G JASPERSON 
1681 MAPLE AV 
GALESBURG ILL 61~01 

returned to Lancaster Co. in 1889. I was born there in 1890. ~Tat~?&' 

I have Simon's descendants in Kansas, Iowa, southern South Dakota, etc., but 
will have to go through my file of letters to determine names and addresses (also 
in storage). 

But che~r up! Continued.search may uncover clues. Will be glad to hear .what you 
get fro~ Louise Grove and Richard Glass. 

Loui~e' s mother· now 103. was .the real genealogist. Her daughter _will have to 
per~se her volu~inous notes and records first tQ get herself well acquainted 
with wh.at ,she has in her :possess.ion. . . 

Will keep in bouch with you and Louise. Until we find s.omething, I am,. . 
Sincerely, Howard M. Groff 

CHART ACCOMPANYING ABOVE . LETTER . · 

· ~" . ..·r: ~. ·-- · t:· . This Jacob is ~-he son of a 
. ~ Gr:af of .. EarL, ... A. Jac'citr1'i699-1766) .Johannes·.or· Hans Graff-Graeff-

m. 1 . . . . . '· m~ 1 - ~Grove who died in. 1725. Jacob 
m. 2 Susannah prndorf.f 11). :-2. Barbara Brackbill also had a younger bro. Hans 

B. Peter, died 1772 and is not son of Hans of Earl 

m. Barbara --~~~----
C. Samuel, b. 1718 

. D. 
m. Christiana ----
Mate~s b. 1712, d. 1791 
m. ·Anna Huber 

E. Daniel (1720-1772) 
m. Mary 

David 1722-17 4) 
m. Barbara Horst 

H. Hannah 
m. Peter Good 

I. Fronick 
m. Henry Lwodis (?) 

J. Marie (Mary) 
m. 1. John Kry 

Grove's chart has John m. to 
Elizabeth Zimmerman in 1733. 
husband was a grandson of Hans 
George Groff, d. 1746, same yr 
as Hans of Earl. Her husband' 
father's name was Sebastian. A 
of another Groff family. 

. ~ 
---~-'.~lizabet~f 

Henry Graf 
Hans Graf, 3rd 
~b Grove (6-4-1737-8-15-181 

--~---------------------------~------~---------------------.~atharine Staley (3-3-1742-
.--L: . 9-25-1823) 

m. 2. Jacob Youer 

G_g_) 
John Grove 
Jacob Grove 
Peter Grove m. an Ache 
Paul Grove 
Catherine Grove 
Philip Grove (4-7-1775 of Mt. Airy, d. 1-31-1841) 

m. 1. Catherine Hess (3-21-1782-4-6-1815), buried Keedysville 
m. 2. Susan Locher (6-11-1782-9-13-1827) 

She was daughter of Henry Locher (1753-1839) and 
Elizabeth Hoffman Locher (1747-1849) 



l"ag~ .:J u.1.. ~v .., ...... _ _ _. _ _ _ 
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m. Christiana ----

· D. Mate~s b. 1712, d. 1791 
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George Grof~, d. 1746, sam 
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of another Groff family. 
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m. 2. Jacob Youer 

(i_G_.) 
John Grove 
Jacob Grove 
Peter Grove m. an Ache 

Paul Grove 
Catherine Grove 
Philip Grove (4-7-1775 of Mt. Airy, d. 1-31-1841) 

m. 1. Catherine Hess (3-21-1782-4-6-1815), buried Keedysville 

m. 2. Susan Locher (6-11-1782-9-13-1827) 

She was daughter of Henry Locher (1753-1839) and 

Elizabeth Hoffman Locher (1747-1849) 

ec:c. 



0t_~ 
Phi lip Grove 
Catherine Hess Grove 

1. Mary Grove , born 2-20- 1801 
m. J acob Locher 

2. Elias Grove , born 6-6-1804 
m. 

Son Peppes Grove m. Miss Nun 
3 . Samuel Grove, born 3-18-180 6 

m. Lavinia Houser, d. 1858 
4 . J oseph Grove, b. 5-15-1810 

m. 
son Frank T. Grove, d . Aug. 11, 1924 

m. Betty Tyson 
~ 5. Lavinia Grove, b . 4-29-180.S 

d. 2- 20-1834 
' m. Dr. Joseph Hayes 

6 . Jacob Hess Grove, born 9-18-1802 

Philip Grove 
Susan Locher 

1 . Daniel Locher GroJe , b. 4-21-1817 * 
d. 2-4-1868 

2 . Stephen Philip Grove 
m. Mrs. Maria Robinson, ' neie Dillon 

b. 6- 4-1815 , d. 6- 8-1895 
3. Anna Catherine Grove, b. 4-1 6- 1824 

m. Christian Rhinehart 

6 G 

Alva Di"'l:ton Grove , b. 9-1- 1858 
m. 2- 9- ls96 Julia K. Mumma 
(Mumma is a Lancaster County family name 
Julia known as Mrs . Alva Dillon Grove, 
now 103 years old. 

7 G 

·Mrs . Al va ·Di llon Grove ' s daughter Frances 
Louise Grove , born 2-13-1902 

8 G -I< 

J udge James Mason Grove, b . 6-20-1920 
Lucian Yates Grove , b . 7-17-1924 
the 2 brothers I dealt with are t he 8th 
generation -in Daniel Locher Grov~s line. 
He a brother to Louis e Grove ' s grandfather . 



marrying into these families. I would suggest, for I find myself at a loss to, 
ask you until you furnish me or him with some added data, for instance as to the 
locality frora which Philip Grove, Peter Grove or Ann Grove came and the location of the particular Orndorff s and Hess families you have in mind. 

I get requests.from many.Groves in Ohi9, Ind., Mich., Md., as to their Lancaster 
Co. ancestors upon which they are unable to give me much information about themselves for besides the Graf-Groves there were English Groves living· there in Colonial Days. 

If you ·could supply me with a bit.more information:.Pft' your family'may have of 
your g. grandfather Peter Grove who married Catherine Oche(r),·where ·he·resided before and at date of marriage and any of his brothers 1 s or sister's names it 

·wouldiaid inunensely in'pinpointirig n1y activity in ·searching~ ·Did Catherine 
Hess married to Philip Grove come from the Hess families of Lancaster Co.? 

:_ : : :,, . . l. • :~ , • \~ t ·~ ~ .. ·. ,'":£..:. : ~ .... t .. ; ~·. : ... ·. : . 

We miss Lancaster 'co.i:,. for 'my people· have been in' that vicinity e~er since: the 
·early 17001 s but we 1 enjoy the-good air and sunshine here free -from the pollution that. has killed streams in eastern Pa •. We have a daughter here who with her 
husband have been here for 20 ·years. ~ · : 
. . ~ ~ . i. ·: ~: : : ~ . ' . 

Before I ·opened'your envelope I 'tho~ght it was probably.from a 'person married 
to some of my Groff relativeswho moved on to Kansas, Iowa, and S; Dak. about 
t~e .. 1870' s, H~wever. ?h~re1~~.r~ _no Groves among them. ; , .·:.'; .... 

we; Clyde· Groff and myself, apjiear to have descended fro~ a Hans Graff or Graeff as the English wrote it in Colonial days·who died in 1725 and lived in Germantown 
in 1695. Some of his descendants were' known as Grove, in fact ~he battle of 
Germantown in Rev. War appears to have' been fought on a farm of his descendants 
who was known as John·Grove, a Capt. of Transportation in Rev~ War. 

Historians have in error attributed the doings of this Graff to Hans of Earl 
but those we have found to be -in error. He was a Mason; friend of the Penns. 
Hans Graf of Earl was a Mennonit·e and as such would not have become a 'member of 
the Masonic order~' 

. i .•. C ( 

This is quite a lengthy epistle and I trust not
1
boring to you. 

I would enjoy hearing from you once again after reading the ~hove. I _think your request to Clyde Groff would get extra attention if you mentioned that you·· 
received his address from me. 

;.· 

Wishing you success in your research; I am, Sincerel:i--Howard M. Groff 

P.S. I am: in my 82nd year. Still doing a lot of genealogical work·and the 
painting of family coats of arms for Swiss-German-Huguenot descendants of 
old families emigrating in past centuries to Peni:i. 

HMG 
, I 

I. 



business by securing lands for them to be held jointly by the brothers and then settled back in Manor Twp., Lancaster Co. 

P.:.:nn was granted a province in America. Lord Baltimore already had Md. but .continual disputes between Penn and.Md. authorit;es arose as to boundaries. When Pa. began to.1)rosper, Md. tried to shut: off Penn's expansion wef?tward by claiming all land west of the Susquehanna River. There were SQme fights over land west of the Suswuehanna River. 
.. 

So when Hans; Jr. moved to York Co. some one said 'he had mov~d·-.t~ Md ... but he was still within land rightly owned by P~nn. You see, Penn. in 1690, had a commission searching out a site for his metropolis not as Philadelphia the point of.entry. but situated-.on the Susquehanna East Bank •. The surrounding land was . .. called Penn' s Manor, later ·~nor. Twp~. ~/hen. the~ews :brok.e: I)lany hustled to · claim land in Manor' Twp. tc) be near the new citY.. This may.:: have influenc.ed Hans,, Jr.'s settlement in Manor Twp but by his time, 1763 death, the furor over a metropolis o~ the Susque.hanna had, died out •. It. was _an age :of. bustle,and hustle, like a Florida land boom •. My personal experience at. point 2. :!:bought a:farm at X2 on which to retire in i946. I picked. out _this farm, had the title searched .and lo! , 69 acres of. it had been left: out of th:e survey. I applied for a patent from the.Conimonweat'th of .Penn. an~:now possess ,the firmed patent. The ·only legal owners of. this patch. w'ere 1. Indians. 2. Lord Baltimore I!: 3. Common.wealth of Pa. 4. Howard M. & Josephine K. Groff. The cost o.~ -this patent including interest from the 1700's amounted to $2.50 per ac~e, which the former occupant paid' .to give me a clrear title. . . . 

To get back to your Philip Grove and Pet~r Grove ~m~rried. to Catharine Ache. By the way, "Jacob: Grove, born 4 June 1737 married· 1748 Ca.therine Stailey. She was a Lancaster Couritian and in the records her name was ·spelled "Staley", 
born 3 March-17~2, died 13 Sept. 1833 • 

. I have all of Jacob' s and Catherine•' s children ~n my master chart iq storage but I shall give you herewith what Lucian Yates' father had on his chart with what corrections I can give now. 

Louise Grove says that book by Julia Drake and James R. Orndorff is most comprehensive and that you have a copy. Does it .say any~flling abo.ut·.:Sus~nna Orns:lorff married to Hans .Graf of Earl?. 
. ... Your remarks ·about.Phil~p G~ove and Catherine Hess and Louise_ Grove· are' correct. 

1 
• '·· Our records of ·Hans Graf of Earl as to his descendants their. land holdings ,1". 

wills~ etc. are very complete down to Christian Graff's chart of 1857. 

Somehow all "the Groves, Groffs, etc. of Lancaster & ChestenCo •. , obsessed about Hans being a Count, etc. ~eem to· be desirous of claiming him as an ancestor. As a result. all histor.ical books· written l~ter have included th.ese family statements and as a result have c.louded the issue treme1:1de>uiy. One destroyed court papers, etc. in 1840.' s beca~se he wanted his book to qe the only authoritative. reference.· However we· have means ·such as petitions for ro~ds, etc., through which we can slowly cor.rect some mistakes etc. 

I do:not ~now untii I g~t my ~ecord·s.from storage if I have any Groff relatives in Pierre, S.D. If so, they. through marriage haye:by-now. other names. My father and mother in the 1870's .lived in Sterli~g, Ill., :then moved to Ceda~ Rapids> Iowa, and then to' Kansas ·where his brother Simon Groff had a sheeo ranch_ M\7 F~~ho~ 



Mrs. Clifford Warnes 
32 3 South Jackson 
Pierre , South Dako~a 57501 

Dear Mrs . Harnes 

• . I 

COPY 

L G JASPERSON 
1&81 MAPLE AV 
GALESAUPG ILL 61401 

b>~<'~.Jio.~----~ 
!'i:~~lil•i~ H'b,:Z: 

Apt. 204 , Hotel 
Noscow, I Jaho 

May 26 , 1971 

Moscow 
83843 

Orndor~ , Hess , Graf-Grove Families 

Regar clin6 your inquiry of Nay 20, l et Re say that it touches upon a matter 

tha t a t tracted my interest very much before we moved t o I daho in Nov. 1970 ; 

i . e ., the Orndo~ffs. 

Perhaps a littl ~ explana t ion will aid you in understanding just what I mean. 

. ' 
~l./e have a n interesting probl en: in Lancaster Co ., IJ!.: , r egarding t he Hans Grafs, 

Grof f or Graffs , In t he period of 16'95 to 1740 ap!ffox~mately there were about 

12-1 5 Hans Grafs living as contemporaries i n Lancaster and Chester Counties . 

Two Hans Grafs di ed in 1746 and one i~ 1748 . A number curiously enough had 

oldest sons J acob and younger son Hans , _and with a number of court r ecords 

such as wills , deeds , etc., turning up missing about 1840-1 848 the local historians 

had hopelessl y attributed certain ac tivities of one Hans Graf or Graff to the 

wrong Hans.. .,. 
"\ ::,>-' • •• • ' 

One Hans known as Hans of Earl1
left e l dest son Jacob a nd firs t wi :!:c in prison in 

the oJ.d country whe n he came t o America t o e:xcape religious persecution in the 

o l d country accor di ng t o tradition . ~ ~ ~ · 
(J (r< p I-' ' 

He was credited with living i n Germantown in 1695 and mar~ied a Susanna Orndorff 

whom he met on boar d shio t o America . Local historian have his eldest "son . . 
Jacob being born in 1696 . According l y this does not match with the above for 

J acob was supposed to have been born i n the old country , so Hans must have left 

for Amer i ca muc h l a t er for we £i nd in the di. .:iry of Schwartz Henr y Zirrnner mzn of 

encount ering him in what was l ater t ermed Ear l Twp . in a log hut wi th wi fe 

(pr esumably Susannah) and two infant chi l dren about 1722~~723 . Others confused 

him with Hans George Graf{ who di ed i n Lancaster County in 1746. 

We do f ind Han~ and Susannah' s signature t o deed o f pr operty i n 1717 although 

deeds in thosedays were issued muc h l ater tha n the date the prop erty was acqu i red . 

He evident l y did not hold this property very long . 

In an endeavor to trace ou t the lineage of Mrs . Alva Dil l on Grove , Lou i se ' s mother, 

and that of J , Nason Grove of Virginia, back to Hans Graf of Earl, we find 

mention in the records of Orndorffs of Maryland and nearby counties and it was 

my in t ention to later inves tiga t e these Orndorffs but t o da te I have been .unable 

t o do so but we did trace out successful l y the above lineage . 

A gr eat many of t he Grafs-Graffs moving on to westward lands f r om Lancaster 

County chang ed their name t o Grove for Hans of Earl ' s children , raised at Graf ' s 

Thal became known as the " Grove" Graffs and so changed the i r name t o Grove when 

they moved out of Lancaster Coun ty . This name prevailed in Md . , Va . , a nd westward 

states . 

Clyde Groff , dista ntly related to me a nd I worked at securing data that would 

cl ear up old errors for quite a fe w years . He has a wealth of information but I 

hones tly doubt if he could assi st you in deter minin6 the families nar r ying int o 

the Hess a nd orn<lorff fami lies but one never knows and it does no harm in 

writ ing to him. His address i s Clyde L. Groff , 71 3 Columbia Ave ., Lancaster, Pa . 

17603 . He may not be so well versed on the Hess & Or ndor f f or the Groves, etc. 



Christ Lutheran ':1mroh, 'T'ulpehocken tv~p., nov' !'IArion t·wp., Berks Co., 

Chrendorf, Henry o. 12-BB-1784, Harin Elisabeth Albert 

" John, n. ~-22-1792, Elisabeth Oxenreiter 

,, 
~:lisabeth, n. 6-2!3-1616, .Tohn SpAnr:ler 

,, 
~~hristinn, r1. 3~25~teOt, :·rL1."ia EvR Ec:-c; rl/o John l~Ck 

T;eace Reformed Chi.u:-011, nerrysburfl!, ~·ifflin t\ir •• Dauphin county, ~'!n., 

Christian Orenoorf ( ~:i-~;0-1797 /10-1-1878; Bly 3n le) n. 2-17-1822, · 
3va Christina Rorc~ner 8-28-l803/3-9-1C64; 60y 6n ldf. -:~arr_er nef1r -:·err:.=-~hur·· 
in i:ifflin to·•mHhip, Pa. · . . l0-21-l5:·m, 
daup;hter l.Ia.ry A. Orendorf (3-P.5-1835;11-27-1856; 20y 8r: 2d) ,/first Wife of 
Sanuel Peter ::1senhov1er ( 2-4-18:&1/F>-30-1914) ; killec1 one r.~onth ~rter 

_ marriaRe by n run-a\my horse in a sleif",h. He mnArried ( 2~ her sister, 
Lydia Ann Orendorr (t.-~>-1839/2-9-192~). They were the la~t of this 
3iscnhov:er f!'tnily, nr.<1 ~e ttlec=! !1 t .:";.bilene, Knnsas. ll. non 1

• ~illinm Hem:--y 
Eisenhmver(4-9-18f)6/l-16-1926), riiorrieo Ar.mndA Alice Hoover (:!.0-1C-18o4/ 
11-12-1940), v:ho liverl nnd die~ at .J\hilene, Kansas, p-:,ronts of' ten chil~r~~~·. 
Arrfmca Alice !:oover, '.iElS a niec~~ of' :-ii." P'ranfAther, "1ornelius .-~01)penheffer. 

Orennorf, J. · .. 'illinr:1 - (cl. 4-1-1gc5; ?uy 9rn lld), and VJife, 
·w. ( l) '' --~1 i z-~ h.e'th ( o • 9-5-1856; 2o:v 10!'1 ?en 
\~.(2) "?'.ar~.r Foidt (!1. l'':-22-l1JC9; 75y lm 20d) 
son '' Infnnt ('8. ~~-28-1859; ti. ~-5-1869) 

I v~oul~ like to h!'\ve the r~roun sheet on the Hermnn Orennorff ~-:escenf~.:nts. 

I do have the book ;:·rom : "ILL ·.lIEt~ To J'LOVlmIARE 1938, by Julia i\. T>ra!ce, 
And Ja~es Hin~:o:ely Orn'~orr, by The Torch Press, Cedar Rnpids, !O\m., 
o:i the r·~::1ily nnd descendants of Christian Orndorff, Jr. an~ ~niznbeth 
Hoffnan, who settled near Sharpsburr:,. i·:aryland. In f!lct I renc1 his 
v1ill at the ·~:oshington county courthouse, at Hap,erstovm, :·'nryl[ma. 
Svidently his r;rnnd r.other Copenhaver v1as still livin;; in. 1795, \;hen 
h~ cede his ~111. 

I would like to hove your oom1ents. 

· ~incerely, 

Cornelius ~. Xop1)enheff er, 
351 Ho~erd Circle, 
Emporiun, Pa. 15~34 
20 Uarch 1981. 
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The Be~inning of the Ohrenoorff Family in the United States 

Eemanua Ohrenaorff end 1mna ~.~ar~Rretha Ohrenctorff car.ie on the ship 
Charr.:ing NP.ncy, Charles Stedman }.·~agter, fror.i Hotteroam but last fron 
rl~,Tlouth, Enr:lnnd. Ee took the Oath of Aller;ianoe 8 Ootoher 1737, at 
~hilacelphht, T'ennn~rl vnnie. He settled in Lebanon tovmship, Lancf\ster 
county, Pa., wtere he was taxed fifteen shillinRs for 50 acres of land. 
He ~ied in 1777, ~na his widow Catharine Orendorff was appointed sole 
oo~inistratriz hy the qepister's Office of Lancaster county, P~., 
2 April 1778, when the ar1praiser' s report w0s tiled for 161 pounds, tvm 
shillin~s an~ four pence. No heirs are named. ~ated 2-27-1777 and filed 
4-2-1778, a.t the :.-ancaster county,Courthouse at Lancaster, Pa. 

Christian Ohrendorf'f end. Johann ~hristian Ohrendorr:r, c?.ne o1l the ship 
~l8t~tttitSS•&cv :~t. r:ark, Ceptnin 'dilliam Wilson HAster, fror1 Rotterdam 
and last from co·wes, ~·;n~land, 26 Se~~tember 1741, v.;hen they took the 
Oath or Alle~iunce, at J"lhilaoelphia,' ?a. He settled ln Heidelberg twp., 
no1-. Jackson t\"JP., Lebanon county, I~a. -, near Myerstmvn, 1:a., on fifty 
acres of lrmd for wioh he paid eif"Jlt shillings tax in 1758. He died 
16 April 1772; ap;en eighty years of nge; buried at the ~roravian Church · 
cemetery of Bethel, no\V ranover t\';p., Lebanon county, Pr?. 

Fron the P.t;:n:~~YLVA:·~IA DUTClll.~AN, 15 ~cember 1950, Catalo~ue or· the 
Prethren and Sister~ in 8watare, October23, 1752., .. 
Christian Ohrencorf, \iidower, rron iaselberg in Freudenberg, born 1692, 
aerorned. ]eceived into Moravian r.~nbership, 1749. Children: 1) Louisa, 
b. 1721; 2) Anna ! ·arr1'.nretha .b. 17~4; 3) JohAnn Christian;~·«'- b. 1727; 
4) P.erbara b. 1728; 5) !"'BP-cfolena b. 1731; 6) Johann Heinrich b. 1733; 

Tulpehocken Trinity Reformed Church, Heidelberg twp., Lancnster Co., 1.,A. 
. ~!ame-Birth-Baptisn J>nrents ~>nonsors 

Orndorf, Anne r·:or~aret, d/o Chrisutenti'r. ll Elisabeth - Herf.i~nn6oneor:f' &. \'J. 

,, 
., 

b. 12-16-1750 m •. 21 April 1749 (Hoffnan) 
Christonher, A/o " " 
b. 10-15-1752 

CatharinA Slisebe~h d/o " " 

Christian Noecker & 
wife ~athArfna 
Heinrich t:oppenh6fer 
Elisabeth ~ebeler f. 

P-~-1754/2-3-1755 . hoth sinRle 
•• / 1 nna ~orhara -(b. 8-21-1759/9-2-1'759) '' Caspar Corr (Kohrj 

·Kohr, Johanne ~lisareth, <l/o J"ich~el & Mary Ea~aelena ~hristian Ohrendorf 
~-'1-1754/3-3-1754 cl v~ .Johanna Elisnbeth 

Ohren~orrr, :niz~heth, n. 8-2!~-lElo, John Spanp;ler 

'Mlor:ns !:o ... :penl:6~fer (v1inovwer), m. 1-24-1749, Elisabeth Hoffnan (\,ido'-'V), 
at ~ul11ehocken Christ Luther~m r.h~· ·· ,i,, l"erion twp., Perks county, nenr 
<1•,..~,,.e+,..,,.:""' , "!~n i:• . ..,. '!A•"'llO '4 .....,.. ..,+. • ,..~•\,,, ii ................... _""""'- , '7C'l0 ··- ---.1 ___ , 
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FAMILY GROUP No._~~'::?H_u ...... s_b_an_d_'_s_F--ru_ll_N_a_m_e~o-rr_n_:~_~.rr_1_n_n_P_,_~_h_r_1_~_1:_1_n_n __ -r-----
Thts Information Obtained From: ~~~~and'• Day_ Month !oar_ C"tty, Town or Place County or Provlnc•1 etc. !ate or Country Add, Info. on HU1b1n 1 ".PR • I }\1 r,c nrnrlJl' Birth ) t\ l.l(; u;'-' i 

?. .. ~'I • ·,v .1'1 
• u' .J 1 t.11 A LJ J"'""l l Chr'nd . l 1 1\ 1U':1 o..., '. / 1 

~r·~ .l "' -111,y 

1 ": ... ~1r. o. t•'Rm .·,ier!'l'l'l. nv" Mar. ~ _ 
Jtllln Urq!{e lYb~ Death Cl\p:r1"1fl". ;:1i~r.1:~1? i..,~nv-1~~~.f.!!: 1-~ 

l.J, --eport from Mornvt::ttaurial ,... ..z1,..1vet.-.... 1 L>t":'.'..:rlf!.l i''rJ1.;1 '-'.L"IJ '-'~111 
vOC le r, y .. i\rc n 0 DP, t; n. t'F Places of Residence UP.] m; t" nJ __ L.-1 • }'!ti ; l'• l 1 ~A •mt f! L 1:: D l.»\ tJC :s ~ Lt=Lt co. 'Pt-I S jf "LJ~ upl·11 n~LA hn non c,;os occupation ~·:i rmPr I rri; l ¢titirch Afftliationlrf~r • .ue t -l''IOM1\1ftky fiec, uP.r iv i"llSt"·'.JP:lA Otherwlves,Uany.No.(l)CZ)t.tc. \l)AC7'nP.S 1.rfll~Jnr; ( 3) 6 I • ' ' Make separate sheet for each mar. • - -!; " NO t es ·.>s:'-J. ue r 1 es ";,_'-'~ J e His Father Or h nd orf , .Jo h::t n n IIA 1Jatl1Wh\11atden Name •j. 

l"'.i -1:. Wife.· s Full Maiden NameVOT\1 MT.ffiLf.ER, Rli z.a he th Wife's 
Data Day Month Year- City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. Stare or Country Add. Info. on Wife 

1~! 
i~ii 
l~ ~-------------t----i~-------1-----------------------'-------p · Birth lrerr.in n:v aH Chr'nd 

P.rrn!"\ n:v .t~! Death 
!gf~-.r-s-.---L .......... i-.-_J_q_,_s_r_1P ___ r_s_o_n---1·~--+---------1---~---~--------------1-~---~ t.H Burial 

Places of Residence sP Compiler 
~i: Addres~bi'il ~·1'1.ple l\VP. Occupation if other than Housewife 
h~ City, State '-""' 1 n s t1u ro:, LL ~[ :~!~l~',~:fld'~M\J~tetc . 
.. :>. :--. lll(Jl Date ! "' Her Father 
Sex Chlldren'a Names In Full 

(Arrange ln order of blr1:b) 

1 
Lon t sri. 
Pull Name of Spouaee · 

~IE~>S, Phi 11 p 

1
Chlldren•1 D 
Data ay Month Year 

Birth 1 (t.:l 

Mar. n nte 1 ,.,,, n 

\
Death -
Burfa1 

City, Town or Place 

Church Aff Uiation 

Mother's Maiden Name 

County or Province, et~ State or Country Add. Info. on Cblldr( 

J.i'I bGR. U.-i::>P. 1. <;'An 

. ' { J I (j r I 

2 Birth _ l //.l.l· __ 
. • J \JG t, ! / l.f Le . lj-1. n n n 

Germ~ ti~~ 1 , _ , 

M Pa ,. -~ '' • J ... c~-sr ar. 

* 

Pull Name of Spouse- \ Death · P 1, 1Jv t-! J ECK EL • J 0 h n He r~n n \FB;..,,;;u..;:;;r=ia"'-1-t--------t---------------------.~H:ll'l"v,..,,,.()..,,,.r.,....~"""v='Yl."""!.q.,....n----
3 Birth 15Nov17?,6 1..1P.rrn-inyHAt" or I.Jo J 0h::t r n ci-n:-i st i 8 n 1M"'"'""'a;;...;;r..-.. -+=;....;?.;-.A,,....p_r_1"""'7,,..,,1_.-~q~~ -+-------=r.-.J~-n-c_.n_s_t,,.... ... -P.-r~("'=,0-,;........::p..-.q-. --....... v,..,.·-1::-:n=1:t-=s-s::r,=-.--

Fu11 Name of spouse• \i;:;D~e.;;;;a~th,;,.,...i..l_O_D_e_.c_l_?_Q_6_1--S_l_1A_r_p_s_h_l_lr ___ o:_W_~1_;.e_, l_1_i_n_rr_,_t_o_n ____ n __ -+-------
Burial 

4 

Full Name of Spouse• 

KOHR, CCl s pP.r 
5 

Full Name of Spouae• 

KOB, ~':i~h~el 
'6 

John nn !IP.i nrich 
Full Name of Spouae• 

7 

Full Name of Spouse• 

8 

Full Name of Spouse• 

9 

Full Name of Spouse• 

10 

Full Name of Spouse• 

Birth Jul Y 1 72 ~~ 
Mar. 

\
Death ?.0Nov1 761 
Burial 
Birth 1710/1711 
Mar. Ante 17'>5 

\

Death 50ec 1 ?70 
Burial 

Birrh 
Mar. 

\Death 
Burial 

Birth 
Mar. 

\
Death 
Burial 

B'irth 
Mar. 

\
Death 
Burial 

Birth· 
Mar. 

\ 

1

)eath 
\Burial 

Birth 
Mar. 

\
Death 
Burial 

1711/6 
\.1"-1 I• rJ • 



<if l llinois t he ,;1:cnc shifts ,;cveral times, but the shores of Antietam Creek re

n·in·s t he spoilight fo r several d1apte rs. 

The ralc of Christi.m's spy work, as he and Lieutenant Sprigg told it in 

sonw of rhr lct1<·rs that hn•11 i!ht an rnd to th:ir Troy p!11t is told in the new 

book. - T he 1\larui11y /Jaa/d, Hai!crsto\\'ll 1 J\•Id. 

Durin~ the Re,·olution , the Ornd orffs furnished much needed aid to \Vash

in;!t<>n and the Contin•!nt:tl 1\ nny. both in men and pro\' is ions. Of special in

terest is t he rernrcl of C hristian Orndorff 111, "·ho fought gallan tly at the 

Hattie of Long: l sh1nd 1 later cap tu red and after a long te rm in military prison , 

was liberated and , as Captain of the Sixth ,\l aryland, "·as present at Corn

wallis' surrender at Y orkto\\'n. 

i\nu111;.: tlw 111<1,;t :iota hie of thl' ( )rndor ff ltomcstt•ads is " :\'lount Pleasan t," 

1H·ar Sltarp,h11rg. \Id., in the shadow of So11~lt "\foun tain . \\.'i tlt t he n1arks of 

r:111n11n halls fr11m 1he h:1ttl1· of J\ntiet :1 111 in its loJ!: ,,·:il ls, it is still standing. 

T ht' app1•11di .\ u f tl11· hook \'111ll;1i11s l llill l ) ' i111t'l"t',1i11g n·fl'n'n1·1·,; to d11: f lai!<'I', 

11 1·"· :\ k I >mn·ll. i\ I 11 ri!a11. :\I 11111111a , l' :ii,;le~-, :1 11.I ot llt' r 11ld f:1111ilic·s ni ,\I arr· 

l:111d, 1'1·1111') h ·:111ia, Vi q.:inia, ;111d l\.1·nt1H·ky, with ll'hirlt tilt' ( )rndorl'i,; i11tn-

111a r ri l'rl. Tltnt• an· al , 11 li, il'd .17X l: 1111il ~· 11:111 11 .. , ,·n\Trin1! 11 11· «11ll :1 tnal d1'

'\Tt11la111s 11f \lajor Cltri,1 i:111 Orndorff and hi, \\'ik fo:li;r.alwtlt J\ 1111 I loffman. 

T lw honk f11rni,l11·s inl<' rt·:-tin)..'. reading lo llw st11dl'n t who likes to wa 11dn 

11ff llll' lwall'll palh of Jii,t11r~· . tin·d of till' p11111lnrn1s fou llwats of tilt' "1~r<':tl 

figun< ' an d t hl' \·la,h and roa r 11f hat t lt·s; on" \\' Ito likl's lo I r:ll'<' hi, c111111 t ry \ 

dr \'l:lnp111mt in 1hc slow hut steady progr!'ss of more h11mhlc folk who ti lled 

the fields, )..'. l'Ot1nd the meal and fc ll rd the mii:hty fon:sts - men whose efforts 

pcrh:ips ti id more to build our )..'.!'cat nation than the marching of armies or the 

roar of cannon. 
Capt. J. R. Orndorff, formerly Supervisor of l\ Iatcrials for the Baltimore 

.}..: Oh io Railroad , no\\' retired , is rn-author of the book with his cousin, Julia 

:\ngcline I )rake. professor of 11 istory at \.Yood Junior CollcJ!:e. 
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62 THE JN DIAN FUR'l'S 

1•11<l111·e<l even more than theiL' s llare of Ille lerl'ible al i·o . 
l'h ,. 

J1<! t'pell'a Led by the ::;a vuges. 

'l'l!e tow u of Lelrn uun , llc ing already d ensely sell 1 .. i1 
' I 

n•::;ortl'd to, as a pla te of sa fety by lt1111drcd of fa111il ii·• 

Jlvd 11'0111 th e fronLi e r sc lt lc111euls. /::iixly families ha •I. :11

1

_' 

1 i111v, takcu !:illellc1• i11 lhc house of J olin Light, wlli \'11 i• · . , 
. 

' l.·1. 

::;randrng, and lrnowu among lhe ]Jeople t here a s 1 he "'Ii 

l"orL" Of it the Hev. 1'. C. Croll of thal cits, has ju:s1 1ri :· ' 

me "'l'llc John Lig ht Fo1·L" is a dila]Jitla le <l s·to11e ><1 1·111.1, . 

ras t goi11 g to rnin, in the 1101·Llt11'es t section of ou1· ci11-. b:•' 
owned liy one Uingel'ing, b11l 11011· iu p osses::;ion of l h,.' 11 , ;·~~ 

and Uolelllans. It wa:; a house of i·cfuge, having ~i ill • 

a1·ch,!<1 n rnl t uude t· lhc fil's t 11001· (11'1Li cb is s tone a111l t:~·" 

s pac ious e no ugh to she lle1· comfo1·La llly one hund1·e11 !J(·•i· 

It 11 sctl lo lta vc a nmniug spring i n lhis cellm, which i11 / 

up. The hou se was us« Ll as a Mennonite meeting l io 11 ~c. :7 · 
residcnc<', and forl, and la te1· dislillc r·y, and n o·w funii .,, 

shell er fo1· goats and spa 1·1·ows and a tolo1·cd family.'' 

'l'hc honsc o r J\fr. Geol'ge Gloninge1· was a lso a l•la1•1 
,, 

u ::; ua l 1·csol' t, also that of l\f1'. Ulrich n ea1· An nvi lle, and 

;/,cllc1·s pl'ope r·ty m•a r· 'N 1·wmans tow11. Con cerning the~(' tt 

building-s Hev. l'. C. Crnll, of J,elrnnon, ha s kindly flll'u i.~ 

t·lw following· inle l'estiu g infornia t ion: 

"'J'he G loninger nnd "l'h·ich forts, so called, J judge h:H'd · 

si111ply s t r·onµ-ly buil t houses of refu ge. 'l'hc fon11cr i11 r. I" 

used , with som e nlterations, a s a farn1 house . ' l'he latt1•q 

f'l'e<:l e d in 1751. a qual'lc1· or a mile n orth of Annrillr u 

r·oacl depo t, by 11 I'. U lri.eh, O\'e1· which his desce ndants l% 

a stone d w<·ll i 11g, which has been recently 1·cmode ll <' c1 , 11111 

fort has l'e u1ained iu tnct. lt i s n othing b ut a ruurnl 1l u11g.-, 

0 1· vault, built into a hi ll i;iuc, wilh an nil· hole wall l:<l ': 

It has a s tone w it h this inscription: 

'RO OF'l' nn: DIER DEN :\. NKEL WEN'r 

AN DRINEN 'l'OD, mmNSCH , GEDENK.' 
1751. 

(a free trnnslatiou.) 

'Wbeue'er t his c1001· its binp:e d oes turn, 

rnny t hougl1 t of d en th to thee return.' 
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;:h<q#i.4~..k,_ t 
Hei nrich Dek, J ohanne s Anspach , Leonard Anspach , Joh~ i?hil. Schr.eide= , 

Bal thas Anspach , J oh . Leonhard Ho l l s t einer, Georg 2.:-csius , ~..b=c~~~ Laul< , 

Eichael fv'rulle r , J oh . Nic h o Schwengel , Andreas Wa l = , Yic..,'-:el Y..opp:nhofer , Sime 

Carl e , J oh o Phil o Geb hardt , ~ichael Hof , J ro , Johe:-:, ~~~oss , ~.b:.:3.~am Ne£ , 

Andr eas Wi g ne r , Joh. Mic h o Muller , J o s eph Keller , Fe ~e= Ge~r.arc : Jacob 

Lowengu t , Joh o Mart i n Kapp,, Johan Martin Cass , G~o .. -.-itus C:::ss:- .Joh .. 

Mic hael Kapp, J oh. Georg Konig , Dorath~ Ertzber ge.=(i ! ) , :~gare~ha Basler ( i 1 

Nicl a us Hafne r , Philip Mode r e r , J oh . Mulle r , Joh . Ad=-.""71 I.cng , Peter L<reu tzer 

Nick l aus Gaucher , J a cob Katte rman, Peter Zerb, Johc....-~s Gra=, r..einric h Schu 

George Gr a f , Jr o, Johft Adam Christ , Philip Kun z , Geer-:; F£a:'a~e::-ger , Wil '.1el ro 

Leitner, Frede rick Suss , Margo Kreutzberger(in ) , Jo~-.-=r. K:.stler, Anna Cat.h . 

Daur (in ) , Mel c hior Debl er, Marg .. Ca t h o Christian , P~et:.S !3r~sma..-m, 

Joh o Kas tne r , Anna Eli zo Len (in), He rma n\}S Bator-f' , .:=.c ob ~ch, Leonhard 

Feg, Joho Geo o Goldmann, J oh o Gotfried ftohrer , Joh .. .:Tc..::~ ~--;.::inle= , Anna 3arb 

Ried(in) , Danie~ Sc hne ider, J o h .. Adam Muller , J o;; . ~te.:::- 1'x.J.le= , P..einrich 

Gruber, Jacob Muller , Conrad Scharf , Christian Gru_~, ~oha..i Dieter , Joho 

Va l e ntin Land , J acob Mautz , Christo ph Besner , Johe.!"~Gec= I.c.uk , Andreas Kra 

Stepha nus Umbenhauer , Johan Kettner, J oh. Ca s pe.?:" Stever, C...eo . Mi chael 

Ke ttne r , Conrad Ernst, Adam Scharf , Gottfried Pi t e l .er , ~c.~el Schauer , Eve 

Martin( in) , Martin Pfa teicher, J acob Zorn, Phil ip S-=-::-aus , _::_da.::i Scha\le.r , 

Johannes Zerbe , J acob Zerbe , 11Adam Schmid t, Adam Ul="" :::h, Le-o:lhard t i1uller, 

J oharu1es Waidmann, Bal t ha s Suss , Geor ge Albert , ~-'..a....-~-i. i":~ban7 Dc,.~el :tubE 

Ge or ge Kle in, J a cob Klei n , J a cob Heil , Hartman Vert=.:.~ , L..:on:-~d Hof , J o l 

Georg Heil , Peter Raa , Henrich Rothe, Johannes 3aL"=-=, Coh~ Ac=-m C~er~in, 

Geo . Eiche l b erger , Mi che l Spieger, Mattheus ;..lb=ec.:.--:.--=., 0oh ~ Pe~ Kucher , 

S1;eitz , J oho Sigmund Herl e , George Zeh , Wende l r~i.::.. , ?.::-.:..c,:.ri:::.:." Ru th, C-eor 

Gunte r , Val enti n He rchel roth , Adam Stump, He nri e..'! ~·~j ~, C-eo =- 3cr-';:el 

Sc hafe r, Fran z Wenrich, J ohanne s Haak , G.:orge ; ... ·er:.::-:..::;, ~ .]'c :-2::-~ :-;e!"'ri.c.i'l 3as J 

J oh a Holman, Joh o Jaco Ertzber ger , Chri stiari Ar...s~c:.:.::~ ~ 

Member s of German Refor med Church 17~5-l 7'55 ;._;-?-:'.:l.-'.: x. X.'i 

J o hannes Bassler , J ona s La Ru , Johan Go Zoller, ~.;~ - ·"~ n.:::.st2r, r=..ar;' ,.::in I 

Friederich Klopp, Georg Hube r , Johan Thomas , Mi.c:i.::::.~ ~;i.:=:.i;l~ , Johar_nes 11 

Petrus, Nih ho l as Gelbe r t, J ohannes Zoll ner , Jacc-~ =~-=r~.!:" , ilic:..'<.lat.:.S ?1U: 

J ohannes Muller , Pe t e r Becke r , Peter Loch , Jonc...s ?:::=-:.....::1~ , J.:-:-a.nr:es Lei..--:, 

J ohan Adam St e in, Jacob Dinges , 11
Christian Orne~.:= ~ :.=:::c.::: 5.: ::io:-i, Mic.~el 

e l , Jacob Kell e r , Johan J acob Muller , Pe t e r Su::=x:-"" ::::. ~ ~:; ::02.. 1.i...~er , J c 

William Hoster, Abraham Lebb o , Pe t er Spycker , ..=-c:-...:::. _:. . .:.::c.:;:i ::?"::-=::::i: 7 
:=.er.rich ; . 

ller , J acob Rarrnnler , Johannes Re iff , Wilhe l m I..-=i ~ ~ .::;- :...-, S:=orr; St:!:l

s chmidt, Nickl a us Simon, Mic hael Kor , Pe t er Mey::.=-:. .:-:::i=:::2:: :X::-ssel ,. Jci-,a."l 

He nri ch He r c he lroth , J a cob SGi fert, Johan Dier..-:: , ~i=-~ ~w2:"...d.~ , I:crieJ 

Maurshagen , J ohan Pe ter Pappe l , I saac NayGr , J.::-h~ _:!.-"~ :::::.~.::r.=.ach, _.;:::ar 

Forre r, Pe ter Wenke l b l ey , Baltze r Noll, Jacob '2-.'""'":::--"" ~~,. C==-::-::.G Golcar: 

He nri ch Schmidt, Philp Zi~gler , Vale ntin Schu2--==- ~ ~s?=- ~, ~ohan 

Nichael "Becke r, Michael Sanger, J acob Wal t er , .::..::::.=:-:::.:. s:::._.,;c_ .:.z !' ~-i; Ce· 

J ohm1 Da twe i l er , Marti n Schel l 7 Augustus Wilh-<=:.:l.::::- :::o::<=~= .:::..._:-=-11,. r..o.::-::-:.t :: 

I nhabitants of Co l t.:b rookdal e - May 10 , 1725 ?"°= . ....:.. -=..:.c=- .::c-,-~ ::-c.::-dc.:: = ::;r 

r elief against suffering from the Indians , whc ::-..~ ==.:..::..2...~ 0.::-t:-:: -i:..":e 

inhabitan t s about ,,Fa lkne r ' s Schwamrn and Goshe:-~.:::::::..~ .::::i_-_-_ ?~-~.:.s : .:ch 

Pawling, He nry Pfannebacker 1, W o Lane , Jor .. .-1 Jc..:::::::$ _ =.,. :=.='" ::: -: ~-=e2. ~~:'. 

Benjamin Frey, J acob Oc debraf , Richard Adams , ::;~-::.::-_; =:v.;~., .:.::~ Sc.::...: ::-n, 

Die lman Kolb , Martin Kolb , Gabriel Schul er, . .:._::-::.:.--:-:-c.::- ==-=-:.....::..::--=-::::., ..:-± -=: - :o.:;.ac 

Klein , Hans De twis:iler , Wil liam Bi tts , Hubn:c'.'.-. =::: =-~.s.::.: ~ 2.::..::.:.. =: ::' ::r:-.::±.:.::i 

Christic.n Weber , Ge rhart de Hesse , Lorentz s:.:--3 :::=!::-.:::.::-~ ... ::.::._ :-.:.-==:-:: .:a.::=i= - ;; 

Rupert , Be tu Bohn, J acob Cor.l..!:'e.d, Christian '.' E.-·..:s..::-:-~-:_-.::= . 2.;:_-=.-.:: .::=_SS' 

J ncib Kolb , Hans Ulrich Borg-2 , J ohn Mayer , Jc::-_-: ?::::-::-:::-_ - ~::..::... ?.=-::-::, :.;-;:._ 5: 

Peter Rambo, David Yung , Christopher Schmidt ! ,-:;::: ::--~--= ==--:-~ !' 2·2.-=--.;.~ 

( D2isc n) , Peter J anson, Yost He id , Christie.:-i _.:....::.:..::~.:::_- _ -:..:~:-..:::: ~~~ :::;_--.;.e. 

S t a uffc r and numP. r.ous oth-:?rs . 
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Mrs. Camilla A. Berger 
19702 Crestknoll Dr. 
~orba Linda, CA 92686 

Dear Mrs. Berger: 

May 24 , 1988 

Enclosed are some papers containing will and cemetery records 
for the Orndorff family, which may give you some idea where 
you might look for further information on your visit to this 
area . 

We have the Shepherdstown Lutheran Church records on microfilm 
in our library. Some more records and history of this churbh 
are contained in the book On this rock: the history of St . Peter's 
Lutheran Church , by Gladys Hart zel . The Lutheran church records 
go back to 1795. 

The records of the Shepherdstown Chr i st Reformed Church go back 
to 1820. At present , I am not sure where these records can be found, 
other than Charleston, our state capital. I feel fair l y certain 
that either the church or one of the libraries in Jefferson County 
must have these records . I will try to have better details when 
you make your visit to our library . 

Hope you have a safe trip, and look forward to helping you on 
your visit t o our state. 

Sincerely, 

JrlUJJiE-~~'-
Keith E . Hammersla 
Staf.f Genealoqist 
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Nelson, Thomas. Private in Captain Stephenson's 
company. The name occurs in the list of prisoners on 
board the Jersey prison-ship. 

Nixon, John. A private in Captain Shepherd's com
pany. i\Iarked on the old pay-roll of this company as 
"absent after Feb. 15th , 1777." There must have been 
a wholesale butchery of prisoners that day. 

Noble, . Captain Noble was one of the militia 
captains of Berkeley County during the Revolution. 
Anthony ~ oble was a large landowner, and was com
missary for the county during the Revolution. 

0 
Oldham, Conway. Probably a son of Samuel Old

ham, first High Sheriff for Berkeley County. Con
way was a private in Captain Stephenson's company. 
Aftenvards promoted to a lieutenancy. 

Oldham, William. A private in Captain Daniel 
Morgan's company of riflemen raised in June, 1775. 
He was a brother of Conway Oldham. Went with 
Morgan to Quebec. Appears to have escaped captu re. 
i\Ioved to Kentucky, and was a braYe Indian fighter. 
On St. Clair's disastrous campaign o f 1791 Colonel 
William Oldham commanded the Kentucky militia, 
and was killed. He was a man of spotless reputation 
and great bravery. An able officer and worthy of a 
better command. Son of Samuel Oldham of Berkeley 
County, Va. 

Oliver, Thomas. A private from Shepherdstown. 
Orndorff, Christian. Capt. Christian Orndorff "dis

tinguished himself in the battles of Bennin~on and .,, 
Skeenborough." He lived at Sharpsburg, Md., and 
did not move to the neighborhood of Shepherdstown 
until after the Revolution. He had a Yery beautiful 
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daughter whom, it is said, General Horatio Gates 
wanted to marry. She refused him, and married Jon
athan Hagar, who named his town Elizabeth Town in 
her honor. Afterwards the name was changed to 
Hagarstown. 

Osborn, Samuel. - Served under George Rogers 
Clarke in 1781, but whether he belonged to the Osborn 
family of Berkeley is not known. 

Ox, George. A Hessian who deserted from Gen
eral Knyphausen's Division, and enlisted under Pu
laski. He was a small man, and after the war was a 
butcher in Shepherdstown. J\foved west. 

p 

Peacock, J ames. A private from Shepherdstown. 
Pearce, John. John Pearce is said to have fought 

in the Revolution. There was a John Pearce in Capt. 
Daniel Morgan's company of riflemen. He was taken 
prisoner at Quebec. He was captured while bravely 
fighting within the ramparts. John Pearce was after
wards one of the few Shepherdstown men who re
turned from the fatal defeat of St. Clair by the West
ern Indians in 1791. He afterwards taught school in 
Shepherdstown for more than thirty years after the 
Revolution. It is possible that John Pearce of St. 
Clair's army was a son of i\Iorgan's rifleman. 

Pendleton, Nathaniel. Captain Nathaniel Pendle
ton joined Captain Stephenson's riflemen in li75 as 
a private. He was an intimate friend of H. Bedinger, 
who frequently mentions him in his journal of the 
campaign. January 1st, 1776, he wrote: "Nat Pen
dleton Returned from on Board a Privateer." In 1776 
he enlisted as first lieutenant in Captain Gabriel Long's 
riflemen, which was Company 6 of the eight compa-
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nies of riflemen raised in \ 
the Rifle Regiment. A t the 
ington Lieutenant Pendletor 
with the other officers, first 
in New York. Aftenvards 
tered on Long Island, wher 
until November, 1780, whc 
After his exchange Nat. Pe 
Colonel Raw~ngs Regi~ent. 
moved to New York, and 
Alexander Hamilton's secon< 
Burr. His descendants livec 
mund Pendleton, his great· 
Maryland. 

Pendleton, Philip. Col. Ph 
time during the Revolution co 
militia. 

Peninger, Christian. A p 
herd's company. Another p1 
on the 15th of February, 17i 

Piper, Jacob. A soldier c 
Shepherdstown. 

Pollock, Thomas. A privat 
company. J anuary 1st, 1777, 
other company. 

Porterfield, Charles. The F 
dents of J efferson County. Ch 
ert were all brave officers of ti 
was a sergeant in Captain Da: 
in 1775, and was taken priso1 
wards he commanded one of th 
by Morgan in 1777-8. He wa 
C., at the head of his regiment, 
lieutenant colonel in the Virair 
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